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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . ALL FEBRUARY 12 LOCAL NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THAT AT A 
REGULAR PRESS CONFERENCE HELD FEBRUARY 1 1 GOVERNMENT INFORMA- 
TION OFFICE DIRECTOR DING MOU-SHIH (TING MAO-SHIH, 0002/2021/ 

2514) IN RESPONSE TO A CORRESPONDENT S QUESTION COMMENTED ON 
THE CASE OF PAI YA-TSAN (4101/7161/3605). PAI WAS A PROS- 
PECTIVE INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE FOR THE 1975 LEGISLATIVE YUAN 
ELECTIONS AND WAS ARRESTED ON OCTOBER 23, 1975. 
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2. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, DING SAID THAT PAI WAS LAWFULLY 
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SENTENCED TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT BY A MILITARY COURT BECAUSE, 

AS WAS SHOWN BY IRREFUTABLE EVIDENCE, HE HAD INTENDED TO 
OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT BY ILLEGAL MEANS AND HAD BEGUN TO 
TAKE ACTION TO CARRY OUT HIS PLOT, TO WHICH HE HAD PLEADED 
GUILTY. 

3. DING REPORTEDLY SAID THAT PAI HAD LONG BEEN INFLUENCED 

BY OTHER TRAITORS AND BEGUN TO HARBOR THE INTENTION OF OVER- 
THROWING THE GOVERNMENT. BETWEEN MAY AND SEPTEMBER 1975, 

PAI WROTE PREPOSTEROUS ARTICLES TO ABET THE PEOPLE OF THE 
COUNTRY TO TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. HE HAD USED 
THE THREAT OF INSURRECTION IN INTIMIDATING THE GOVERNMENT 
TO DISSOLVE THE EXISTING PARLIAMENTARY BODIES. 

4. THUS, DING SAID, PAI HAD INTENDED TO ALTER THE NATION'S 
CONSTITUTION AND DESTROY ITS MODE OF GOVERNMENT BY ILLEGAL 
MEANS. LATER IN OCTOBER HE OPENLY DEMANDED THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH SOVIET RUSSIA AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH 
THE CHINESE COMMUNIST REGIME, AIMING AT UNDERMINING THE BASIC 
NATIONAL POLICY. HE EVEN HAD ADVOCATED TO INVITE THE ACTIVIST 
REBELS NOW RESIDING ABROAD TO RETURN HERE TO CREATE TROUBLES. 

5. PAI, DING CONTINUED. HAD FORMULATED HIS SUBVERSIVE PLOT 
IN A ’'STATEMENT" AND PRINTED MORE THAN 40,000 COPIES OF IT, 

SENT THEM TO FOREIGN AND CHINESE ORGANIZATIONS AS WELL AS TO 
LARGE NUMBERS OF INDIVIDUAL FOREIGNERS AND CHINESE, AND 
FINALLY DISSEMINATED THEM ON THE STREETS AND FROM DOOR TO 
DOOR. THIS IS IRREFUTABLE EVIDENCE, DING SAID, THAT PAI HAD 
BEGUN TO CARRY OUT HIS REBELLIOUS PLOT. PAI CANDIDLY PLEADED 
GUILTY DURING THE INVESTIGATION AND TRIAL AS WAS FURTHER 
EVIDENCED BY THE VARIOUS ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS IN HIS OWN HAND- 
WRITING. AS THE EVIDENCE OF HIS CRIME WAS THUS ESTABLISHED, 

HE SHOULD HAVE BEEN PUNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE TWO 
OF THE STATUTE OF SEDITION. HOWEVER, THE COURT REDUCED HIS 
SENTENCE TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT IN CONSIDERATION OF HIS LACK OF 
CLEAR POLITICAL UNDERSTANDING DURING HIS YEARS OF SCHOOLING, 
AND HIS CANDIDNESS IN THE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. BY BEING LENIENT, 
DING ADDED, THE COURT INTENDED TO GIVE HIM THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO REPENT. 
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6. DING ALSO POINTED OUT THAT PAI'S CASE WAS BROUGHT UP 
FOR OPEN TRIAL AFTER INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION BY A 
MILITARY PROCURATOR. A PUBLIC ATTORNEY WAS DESIGNATED TO 
STAND ON HIS DEFENSE. THE PRELIMINARY VERDICT WAS REVIEWED 
AND APPROVED BY THE HIGHEST MILITARY IUDICIAL AGENCY. IT IS 
EVIDENT THAT THE CASE WAS HANDLED COMPLETELY IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE LAW, DING CONCLUDED. 
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7. DING ALSO REPORTEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT THE ROC IS A DEMO- 
CRATIC COUNTRY BASED ON RULE OF LAW AND THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE 
ROC ENIOY FULL FREEDOM. HOWEVER, DING ADDED, ANY ACTION IN 
TENDED TO DESTROY THE MODE OF GOVERNMENT, ALTER THE CONSTI- 
TUTION, OR OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT BY ILLEGAL MEANS MUST 
BE PUNISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH LAW, AS IT WOULD BE IN ALL 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES. 

8. COPY OF CHINA POST ARTICLE REPORTING DING'S STATEMENTS 
WILL BE POUCHED TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

9. COMMENT: AS FAR AS THE EMBASSY IS AWARE, THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME THAT THE GROC HAS RESPONDED FULLY TO CORRES- 
PONDENTS' QUESTIONS REGARDING THE CHARGES AGAINST, TYPE OF 
TRIAL, AND SENTENCING OF A POLITICAL PRISONER. THIS, PLUS 
DING'S EMPHASIS ON RULE BY LAW, TENDS TO SUPPORT THE EMBASSY'S 
VIEW CONTAINED IN TAIPEI 929 (NOTAL) THAT THE GROC IS BE- 
COMING INCREASINGLY SENSITIVE TO THE IMPORTANCE PLACED BY 
THE USG AND CONGRESS ON ISSUES OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ALL 
COUNTRIES. 

POPPLE 
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